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6405831 : Tanawat Sudsawat
Independent Study Title : Attitudes of Public Health Officers in Transferring Tambon Health Center and

Tambon Health Promoting Hospitals to Nakhon Pathom Provincial Administrative

Organization
Program . Master of Public Administration
Independent Study Advisor ~ : Prof.Charas Suwanmala, Ph.D.

Abstract

This Research is aimed to study: (1) attitudes of public health officials in transferring the Health
Center and Tambon Health Promotion Hospital to Nakhon Pathom Provincial Administrative
Organization, and (2) factors affecting the attitudes. The research conducts a survey 257 public health
officials in Nakhon Pathom Province and interviews with 5 key informants. Descriptive statistics is
applied for explaining general characteristics of concerned variables and chi-square for tracing
relationships across variables.

The research finding indicates that public health officials have generally high positive attitudes
in the devolution of Health Center and Tambon Health Promoting Hospitals to Nakhon Pathom
Provincial Administrative Organization. Personal characteristics, such as gender, age, and educational
background, have significant influenced on the variation of attitudes. Factors concerned with Jobs and
work experience also explain the variation. Lastly, the finding discloses that the process of functional
devolution is not clearly defined and not well informed to public health officials, which affects the
attitudes as well.

The policy recommendations can be derived, including: 1) policy implementation agencies
should have a clear operational guideline and should follow the guideline accordingly. 2) Information
concerned with the process of devolution should be frequently and thoroughly informed to health
officials. 3) The provincial administrative organization’s position classifications should incorporate
health professions into the system.

(Total 121 pages)

Keywords: health center, Transferring, Provincial Administrative Organization.
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